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Dear Chairman Powell: 

We are writing to make you aware of our serious concerns regarding changes to c m n t  media 
ownership rules undcr considemion by h e  Federal Communicarions Comnussion's Media 
Rurau. Lifting current media owncrship limits will have a drastic impact on the indcpendencc, 
accmcy and diversity of national and local media and could severely limit an individual's access 
to mukiple sowccs of informario-2 

'Ilc eliniination of rhc media ownership d e s  mcnu a rhorough and complete examination by 
the public. What is at stake here is no lcss than the availability of information on which people 
can make political and economic decisions. A free and indcpendent media lies m the very heart 
ofour dcmocracy. but the rules your agency may ovcnum will have the practical d e c t  of 
desuoying our fundamenral rights. 

Despirc the mapirude ofthis dwision, &e FCC has failed to adequately publicize whar is at 
smke. Mon Am&cans have no idca &at such sweeping change is undcr consideration. 
Funhermore, your agency has failed to create sufficient opportunitics for public involvcmwt in 
this process. This leaves the impression that the FCC would like IO see the changes to media 
omemhip rules codified Y quickly and quietly as possihlc, nllowing for input only lion rhe 
major corporate mcdiir outleu - the repulsrions' prime beneficiaries. 

Thai so lirdr: onenuon hus bcen paid by the mas media IO this issue should come as no surprisc 
and, in T a  o f f .  a perfem wamplc of how The weakening of media ownmhip rulcs over the 
past 20 years has already impacted news content. Only a handful of news ourleu have reponed 
on this proposal, most ofwhich published rheir first storics on rhe issue Iast week at the end of 
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media ownership r~lules you wonld ovntum wen cnacred in rhe 1940s in response to 
conditio= ia Europe, whcnroralitarian regimes uscd their domination ofthe news media IO 
propel their counmes into wsc. Ar fhat time, &e Unitcd Sntcs government rrcogthd the criucal 
i m p m c e  of an independenr and diversc media Sensibly, ir cnacrcd media ownership de 10 
cnm &I\ the power u) inform the public would not bc concentrated among a relative few. 
Strong media ownership mles arc just as n c m a r y  today, as OUT national economy is 
increpsingly controlled by a small number of corporations. 

The relaxation of ownership rules in rhe p a s  two decades has already led to ao unacceprable 
number of mugcrs in the media indus~y. Sevnal major playen now control the m6ority of 
news oudets andncws content The examplc orradio provides clear proof of &is nmd. Since rhe 
passage ofthc 1996 Telccommlmicauons Act, then arc at lean 1,100 fewer ndio station owners, 
a decline of nearly 30 pertent in six years. In amiosr half of the largest markas, rhe three largest 
corporations CUR~IO~ 80 percent of the radio audience. 

A public opinion s w e y  conducted by the Consumer Federation of Am&Ca revealed lhat two- 
thirds of Amcricaas think mcdia corporatiom arc already too big and provide TOO little coverage 
of local wen& and public affairs. The relaxation of media m a h i p  limirS, howevcr. ignores Ihe 
public's concerns by allowing even funher consolidation of the media induslry by large 
conglomerates. including many whose p r i m q  business is not media ownership. Gcnetal 
Elecmc's ownenhip of NBC and the Walt Disny Company's ownership of ABC provide 
prominent examples of  this phenomenon 

When major corpodons with diveac interests in orher sments of the economy own all ofrhe 
major news uutlets, thc conflicts of interest are inherent, obvious and exnemely dangerous. 
While the news media provide a crincal public service in rcponing on the actions of our 
government, rhey also play a role, just as imp or ran^ in pruviding a check against thc corporations 
thar convol our economy. Inevitably, the media's a c m c y  in fulfilling this rolc will be 
compromised by iu ownership. As rhe corporations' market shares incrcu ,  the contlict becomes 
more damaric. With rhe US. economy still recling from \he effects of ncenr corporate scandals, 
it is shocking rhar h e  FCC would allow some of these same corporations to control rhe.public's 
access to information. 

l h c  fundamenral principal of he speech and thc crucial rolc played by thc media in a free 
democracy are in serious jeopardy if the FCC movcs runvard with rhis process. Easisino, 
ownership rules seems TO be far more skewcd toward ensuring the continued profiebaliry of ii 
handful ofhighly intluendal corporations rhan it is with the public interest. In exchange for rhe 
frcc use of our public spcctnrm. h e  media havc a responsibility to serve thc public go06 The 
FCC should not relicvc these conglomcrarcs oftheir most basic responsibility. It is irnpcrarive 
thar rhc media ownership rules which have served our democracy well for sixty ycars be 
continued and be suialy enforced by rhc FCC. 
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open rhc process io further public comment and scrutiny. Iris an owrage that the FCC expects io 
make a dccisioa with such profound and irrevocable consequences on the besio of two public 
haings .  Enendq the regulatory process to allow for a series of public hearings ~cmss the 
c o ~ e y  is the minimum rhe FCC must do to ensun the fairness of the procas. Ifrhe FCC is 
responsive to h e  public will, nor jus1 to Caporarioru. it will pmcrve the cumnt media 
ownmhip rules. 

Thanl; you for your a n t i o n .  

Sincerely, 

/ 
M&@E D. HTNCHEY h SHERROD BROWN 
Member of Congms Mcmba of  Congress 
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BERNARD SANDERS C O W  BROWN 
Memba o f  Congress Member of Congress 

TOM UDALL 
M m b a  o f  Congress 

Member of Congress Mcmber of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

. 
DlANE E. WATSON t?VL 
Member of Congress 

MELVIN L. WATT 
Membtr of Congress 

ELEANOR IIOLWS NORTON 
Member of Congress 

Mcmhn of Congress 

BARBARALEE 
Member of Congress 
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M&ba of Congress * RROL NNlLER 

Mcmbcr of C o n p s Y  /Member of Congress 



Member o f  Congress 
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JJOglB L. OBERSTAR 
Memba of C o n g M  Member of Congress 

OTHY J. RYAN 
Member of Congress 


